
Large-Scale Circulation: Three 

Big Ideas 

1) Meridional Temperature and 

Momentum Transport (Mean 

Meridional Circulation) 

Å Stationary and Transient Eddies 

2) Large-Scale Tropics 

Å ENSO 

3) Climate Change 

Å Weaker Overturning Circulation 
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1) Meridional Temperature and Momentum Transport 









Temperature and Potential Temperature Structure of the Atmosphere 



Zonal Wind Sturcture Structure of the Atmosphere 



ITCZ Intertropical Convergence Zone 

 

ÅLatitude of Tropical Precipitation Maximum 

ÅNot Necessarily Latitude of Maximum Rising 
Motion 
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1) Meridional Temperature and Momentum Transport 

Å Stationary Eddies and Transient Eddies 



Icelandic Low 

Aleutian Low 

Siberian High 
Canadian High 

Azores Bermuda High 
Pacific High 


