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Wh at We’ll Discuss  Today 

• Media  Form at  

• Tips to prepare for & 
con duct a  m edia  in terview

• Develop & deliver your m essage



My 
Trajectory…

FSU

NWS Browns ville 

Hurricane Preparedness  Talks  
In Matamoros , Mexico

Inaugura tion of the  
ins ta lla tion of Spanish 
NOAA Wea the r Radios  



Wh y Do We Both er ?

Media  a re:

● An  essen tia l pa rtn er 
in  gettin g th e 
m essage out

● Im portan t 
in form ation  & 
educa tion  source

● Not th e en em y



MEDIA PARTNERS
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Wh at Th e Media  Wan ts  from  You

• Access ible

• Reliable

• Credible



Wh at Th e Media  Wan ts  from  You
Fas ter!
s hort deadlines

Quicker! 
10 min. vs . an hour

Graphics  
provide vis uals  



DIFFERENT FORMATS AND SETTINGS

On the scene

Satellite interviews

Phone & print VIP event

Multiple interviewsVirtual  



“Voice of Am erica  is  on  th e lin e..”

Now  w h a t?



Prepare for th e In terview
• Fram e th e s tory

• Crea te 
“Th e Message”

• Rem em ber, an  
in terview  is  a  
perform an ce



Fram e Th e Story
● Mak e th e topic easy for  your audien ce to un ders tan d
● Sum m arize th e m os t im portan t poin ts  

● Con sider  th e elem en ts
of good s torytellin g:

❖ Ch aracters

❖ Con flict or  dram a

❖ Visualization



Creatin g th e Key Messages
● Main  th in g you  w an t to say 

– clear an d con cise.

● Wh at’s th e on e sen ten ce 
you  w an t th e reporter to 
w alk  aw ay kn ow in g?

● Th e “w h y sh ou ld I care” or 
“h ow  does it a ffect m e” 
in form ation .



Crea tin g th e Key Messages

• No ja rgon  !

• Con duct th e 
in terview  as  
if you a re 
expla in in g it 
to Gran dm a.



Deliverin g th e Message
How  do you  prepare?

● Do you  ta ilor m essage 
for differen t types of 
in terview s?  No!

● Can  you  re-do question s 
or  en tire in terview ? 

Probably n ot!



Deliverin g th e Message
What to do with your body –
eyes , hands , if you’re 
s tanding or s itting?

RELAX



Con ductin g th e In terview  on  
Cam era

38% Voice

55% Non-verbal

7% 
Words

Source: Professor Albert Mehrabian
University of California, Los Angeles



Deliverin g th e Message

● Get th e m essage out in  
an  an im ated w ay such  
th at th e reporter follow s 
you

● Stay in  relative
con trol of th e
in terview



ABC World New s Ton igh t
Sept. 28, 2022

Hurricane Ian - acting deputy director Michael Brennan 

https://youtu.be/SNKSHBlOks0


In terview
Tim e! 



Prepara tion : Th e Bridge

● Bridge Lin es:
● The poin t  is  …
● The im portan t  th in g is  …
● The th in g to keep in  m in d is  …
● What’s  key here is  …

CORRECT THE REPORTER:
*The fact  is  …
*The tru th  of the m atter is…
*The real ques t ion  is  …
*The real focus  shou ld be …



Steerin g th e Story

• Reporter kn ow s w h at  
occurred, bu t n ot h ow

• Precon ceived n otion s

• Separate fact from  
fiction



Wh at if I don ’t kn ow ?

Ta lkin g abou t  a  subject  t h a t  is  ou t s ide your  a r ea  
o f exper t is e  

● “ I d on ’t  kn ow ”  is  an  accep t able  an s w er
● Refer  rep or t e r  t o an ot h er  p ers on  or  organ iza t ion
● Don ’t  an s w er  “ w h at  if”  qu es t ion s , avoid  s p ecu la t in g
● You  are  an  EXPERT an d  kn ow  m ore  t h an  rep or t e r



Everyth in g is  on  th e record
Reporter is  in  the house – avoid get t in g too 
com fortable 

○ No jokes  an d sa rcasm
○ Don ’t get lulled in to sayin g 

som eth in g you sh ouldn ’t
○ Never a ssum e m icroph on e is  off
○ Stay ca lm  an d relaxed, but n ot 

too relaxed

If you don’t want to see it in print, in a tweet, hear 
it on the radio or watch it on TV – don’t say it!



Th e Golden  Tick et !

“An yth in g else 
you’d like to 
add?”

Use th is  to 
res ta te your key 
m essage



Virtua l In terview  Tips



S-K-Y-P-E
●S – Sh in e a ligh t!

● We n eed to see your face 
clearly

● Avoid  back ligh tin g
● Avoid  sh adow s by com bin in g 

ligh t sources  from  above or  
below  you

● Th in k  about back groun d –
Add a logo!

● Dress  appropriately



S-K-Y-P-E ● K – keep focused on  th e 
cam era!
● Talk  to th e cam era lik e 

it’s  a person .
● Even  w h en  th e reporter  

is  ask in g a ques tion , you 
are on  cam era. 

● Avoid  fun n y faces , 
scow lin g. Try to look  
“en gaged,” practice active 
lis ten in g



● Y – Yes . Or  No .
● You r  a n s wer s  

s h ou ld  be m ore 
t h a n  ju s t  “ yes ”  or  
“ n o.”

● An d  you r  a n s wer s  
s h ou ld  be s h or t  –
10 - 15 s econ d s .

S-K-Y-P-E



● P – Pla n  wh a t  you  wa n t  t o  s a y.
● Have t a lkin g poin t s . 
● Focus  on  key m essages .
● Plan  h ow t o br idge back t o you r  t a lkin g poin t s  if 

t h ey a sk you  som et h in g ou t  of t h e blue.

S-K-Y-P-E



● E – En d  it  s m ooth ly.
● Wh en  t h e r epor t er  says  “ t h an k you”  r espon d  wit h  

som et h in g sh or t  an d  s im p le like “ m y p leasu r e.”
● SMILE
● Keep  you r  eye on  t h e cam er a  un t il t h e ligh t  is  off!DO NOT say 

ANYTHING  off t op ic 
un t il you  kn ow t h e 
m icr oph on e is  OFF!

S-K-Y-P-E



Rem em ber to …

• Be respon sive to th e 
reporter

• Kn ow  w h at you’re goin g to 
say, stay on  track

• Stick  to w h at you k n ow

• Be 100% con sisten t



Rem em ber to…

• Stay “on  th e 
record”

• Stick  to th e 
reason  for th e 
in terview

• Be en gagin g



Rem em ber n ot to…
• Recite a  laun dry list of deta ils  or 

facts

• Assum e m ic or cam era  is  off

• Specula te

• Feel obliga ted to fill s ilen ces

• Sh ow  frustra tion

• Use h um or



Key In terview  Devices

● Steerin g /  Bridgin g

● Takeaw ay

● An yth in g else you’d 
like to add?



A w ord about “Bran din g”

“Weath er Ready Na tion ”

Use in  preparedn ess m essagin g !

Do n ot use it  an  opera tion a l in terview !



J ust rem em ber…
● Th e cam era  n ever 

blin ks .
● Steer th e 

con versa tion
● Stay on  m essage
● Keep it s im ple, sh ort, 

factua l.
● If you don ’t k n ow  th e 

an sw er, say so.



Media  a rrives! 
Ready for an  in terview !

15 minutes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=205ZE_kx9uQ


Need a  spokesperson !
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